[Distribution of a hypoxic gas mixture by retro-pollution of a medical gas distribution system].
The authors report a case of retropollution through the defective gas mixer of a Logic O4T-IMV ventilator (Ohmeda) located in the recovery room. Due to a defective check valve inside the mixer, medical air entered into the oxygen pipeline when the O2 pressure decreased below the pressure inside the medical air pipeline. This incident resulted in episodes of hypoxic gas mixture delivery in the operating theatre, when nitrous oxide was associated with oxygen polluted with medical air. The occurrence of such an incident, rarely described so far, requires the association of several factors. It can be recognized without delay with the continuous use of an oxygen analyser.